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Dear Colleague

Re: New Zealand Pain Management Nursing Knowledge and Skills Framework
In late 2009, a small group of nurse specialists in the Nursing Interest Group, which is affiliated with the New Zealand Pain Society Inc. (NZPS), convened to initiate work on a framework that would articulate the core knowledge and skills in pain management nursing regardless of where a nurse practised. 

One of the central purposes of the Pain Society is “to improve the management of patients with acute and chronic pain”, and it is well recognised that health professionals lack adequate knowledge and skills in the area of pain management. 
Nurses as the largest group of health care professionals routinely come into contact with people experiencing pain across a range of practice settings. It is essential therefore that they are adequately prepared to provide optimal care if we are to see an improvement in the management of patients who have pain.
The attached draft document is the result of two year’s work including consultation with nurses who work in the field of pain management and it is being sent to you with the request that you circulate it to relevant staff/colleagues for their information and consideration. We would value the views and constructive feedback of nurses, as well as other health professionals and the public.
Please send written comments by the 13th February 2012 to Sue King via email sue.king@waikatodhb.health.nz
Yours sincerely,

Sue King

Nurse Practitioner – Pain Management,

Waikato Hospital

Chair – Nursing Interest Group
