IV Nurse Specialist and Educator Forum

11th May 2011, Wellington Airport Report  - Kate Laidlow
Kate Laidlow,  Clinical Nurse Specialist - IV Therapy employed at Lakes District Health Board and is elected representative on the IVNNZ Inc. Executive Committee, in the role as Educator.

A passion for the ongoing development of the “Infusion Therapy Standards of Practice” was evident with 26 nurses meeting at Wellington Airport. This was to continue the editing work of the draft ‘Infusion Therapy Standards of Practice’ for the New Zealand (NZ) context. Each registered participant were provided with access to a copy of version two to edit before attending the day.

 (Version two of the draft was the document discussed and this is available on www.ivnnz.co.nz for members to comment. All comments are welcome, please send these to Catharine O’Hara at www.ivnnz.co.nz-contact us)
The NZ Infusion Therapy Standards of Practice (draft) are based on the American Infusion Nurses Society (INS) Standards of Practice, with considerations toward the English Royal College of Nursing (RCN) Standards. We continued the detailed work to include NZ legislation and other governing documents that provide the foundation for this document.

Once again we (IVNNZ Inc. executive members) were humbled by the collective wisdom, passion and drive from each member in the room. The thinking was common and the scrutiny of the document extensive. We continued the debate around certain unique terminology and NZ legislation fit. This was done as a whole group instead of section group work. We completed work on half of the nine sections and all participants handed in submissions for the remainder of the document to the editor (Catharine O’Hara) for compilation.

Our afternoon was spent in an educational flavour with Peter Carr, Registered Nurse (currently employed in Capital & Coast DHB Emergency Department) sharing his experience from Ireland with the successful development of IV teams in Dublin. The intention was to streamline excellence in care of intravascular catheter management. His lecture was incredibly thought provoking for future development in the NZ healthcare setting. His research and statistical information certainly seemed useful for NZs members to consider. Peter can be contacted via www.ivnnz.co.nz/contact-us/educator for more information on this subject

Nigel McRae (CNS – IV therapy and medicine management for Northland DHB) shared his wonderful work with e-blended learning for IV therapy. Nigel has used Moodle as a platform to provide his DHB staff with on line e package learning. His command on the development of web-based learning was excellent and the examples of packages he has developed were fantastic. This presentation stimulated a lot of discussion about the sharing of resource nationally again and Nigel is very happy to share discuss and provide resource for those of us who’s DHBs are doing similar work… Why re –invent the wheel. Nigel can be contacted via www.ivnnz.co.nz/contact-us/educator.

IVNNZ Inc. annual financial statements were presented to the group in a PowerPoint (as per the rules to retain membership as an Incorporated Society).  All IVNNZ Inc. members present voted that the annual financial statements for 2010 was true and correct. 

IVNNZ Inc. would like to acknowledge the individual DHBs and health care providers that supported these key people to gather for the day and Smith & Nephew for the support offered toward our catering. Without this support we would not be able to gather for events such as this

IVNNZ Inc. consider this a very successful day and wish we had more time to share common thought and debate the finer detail for the intended standards for NZ.

The IVNNZ Inc. Infusion Standards of Practice will be released following extended submission by other parties at the 2012 IVNNZ Inc. conference in March 2012 at Rotorua. The next IVNNZ Inc. specialist/educator forum is to be held on Thursday 29th March 2012; the day prior to the IVNNZ Inc. conference.

